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INTRODUCTION. 


| laſt come to a Point. They have given up the Cauſt 
fo far as ever the firſt Oppoſer puſht it at them. The Au- 


And, indeed, a Man of his Candor could & 10 v teſs, face 


the is of too penetrating a Judgment not to know, and of 
roo much Honeſty of en wer te on that tis im- 


paſſe ble to be Defented.. 


 Wherefare I think it cannot give 


ae an ay Glas 


or to any Body elſe, to Publiſh the Concluſion of the Ar. 
gument in his own Words, and to let all Men Know, \ 


That tis Granted by the Diſſenters 
That toConform to 1 of Exdlaediund: receive 


the Sacrament, meerly to Qualify for a Civil Employ- 
ment, is a ſcandalous Practice, a Reproach to Religion, 


and Offenſive to all good Chriſtians. 


If therefore, for the future, any Diſſenter ſhall be Guile 
ty of this ſcandalous, reproachful Practice, let no Man re- 
Mlett upon the Body of the Diſſenters for an Error of a 
ſingle. Member, he is to bear the Burthen himſelf, for his 


Miſtake is his own, the Party diſowns the Practice. 


But the Defenders of this Occafional Licenſe are like a 

reſolute Garriſon, who being Beaten our of a Town retire to 
nd ſcandalous Conformity of ſuch 
8 n who too notoriouſly 45 it as 4 Qralifctio for 


the Caſtle; the open an 
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HE Defenders of Occlicnal Conformity are at 
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3 The Introduction. 192 5 
ot" Eupen; appearmng foo low a Seh 10 hear 2 De. 
fene, They habe pobitietij drawn in a great many honeſt, 
well-meaning Gentlemen to fide with the thing, on account 
of a General Charity, and its being Lawful in its own 
(ER Pr ak Rs 80 5 
Tube Meaning is, that having brought People to be Re- 
concil'd to the thing in it ſelf, it may look the leſs odious 
in the other Circumſtances of it. 
But for what yet appears this Shift will fail too, and 
| all that has "betn yet Jaid, does not ſeem to me to clear 
„„ T % ( 
. forbid that I ſhould ſay Conforming to the Chureb 
F England, ahſtractediy and fingiy confider d, is a Sin. But 
I cannot ſee the leaſt: Argument to prove what J alleuge 
to be untrue, viz. That tis a Sin in a Diſenter to Con- 
form to the Church of England, or elſe his Diſſenting is 
à Sin, and he ought to Repent of one, or of the other, 
This, I think, will appear, when all the Authorities ſor . 


this Occafionat Compliance are Hxamineil, and, as I truſt 

they ſhall be, fairly Confuted. 1 
This is what none of our Opponents have yet replied to, 
but continue to fetch 4 compaſs round it, and Reply to 

Thivgs ; which really are 
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ferent Reaſons of rheſe Opponents, as it is to Tha 28 
the Lawfolnefs of the Fact; aud as it is a part of the a 
Diſpute Which has not yet been 3 upon the 
Stage, it may be very uſeful to bring Parti 
Cavil at the Occaftonal C onformity of tlie Diſſenters from 4 

ſign. e | 5 9 
Conſcientious Diſlike of the Practice; the Militant 


Dienten iS againſt” N the Communicating, as a Religi- 
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N Act Arad a ü Detroit Conformity, tis not 
improper to obſerye, There a are two Sorts of People 
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1. Their Bretkitha: Piſenters - who cannot Sant — © 
12 ie in the: fame Latitude of! . N b — 


10 me it 1 fe as balſa" to Exams” the Dif- 2 


to a richt 
Underſtanding. Wo 
Tis moſt certain, That cee two "Parties Yo" not 
the ſame Principle, nor with che fame End and De N 
The Stricter | Dienter Kigucs in it 8 a 


Churcheman, from à Diflike of the Conſequence; the 


DM The aq dus 


=_ Ing "x59. . LS 
bd Error; 0 8 as a Pan Ons; the 
Diſſenter es ix as à din againſt e Reputation, 
9 _ he of the Diſſenter; the  Church-man, as a 
Sin againſt the Intereſt of the Church; the Diſſenter, as 
it weakens the Diſſentert, and prepares their Mem- 
bers to fall off, and Poſteriry to Conform an. | 
to what their Fathers Conform'd to Occaftonal! ly ; the 
Church: man diſſikes it, as it lets the Whigs into Places, 
and State Employments, and weakens tl c Party £5 . 
are to carry on other Deſigns. 8 
As the difference of Deſign is manifeſt, ſo the 7-4 
guments on both ſides exceedingly r 
The Diſſenter Charges the Occaſfonal. Man with. 
Breachof his. relative Engagements to Church Socie- 
ries, deſerting his firſt . Principles, Condemning his 
firſt Diſſent, and the like: But the Church- man, with 
Hypocriſy, Tricking and Undermining the Govern- | 
ment, *Defeating the Laws, and the like. 
As to the laſt cannot but blame the Eber of theſe 
Men, who cry out upon the Diſfenters, as Cheats and 
. Hypocrites ; tho, at the ſame time, I cannot approve 
the practice of Occa/fonal. Conformity. as ſuch... 
= tothe ARA put 995 he State by, ahe Diſſer-. 
ters, it is eit 575 an uni rg it is but a Re- 
turn in kind, ſince tis at 5 ret was it {elf a 
Trick, being Feel not againſſ, them, bur 
the Papiſis, an 
Difſenters to eg AH "And cle it Jag been the 


=. it was not ma eto Hiſeuiers 70 12 9 but 
=: to keep them out ek che 
1 the Diſſenters have prevented by complying, 1 are R 
EE: - gty: the Trick is diſcovęred. | 4 
OS The 00 of xt ſe os lreely. ques h imſelf an 

1 e Wee e . e becayſ uſe he 


N 


would have the Diſſenters 


_ advanc'd in their Favour, vir. That they are really Diſ- 
ſienters for Conſcience Sate, and this he conceives can- 
not be reconcil'd to an Occaſional complying with that 
from which they had before Diſſented, and on account 
whereof they could juſtify a Separation from the Eſta · 
This being premis d, the Defenders of this Practice 
are manifeſtly in an Error in their manner of Juſtify- 
ing it; ſince they ſeem to bend the ſtrength of their 
Replies againſt the Friendly Oppoſer, and not againſt 
the furious Aſſaults made upon their Integrity, tho 
the laſt will appear the much eaſier Enemy to be over- 
This ſeems to be obſerv'd in the late Author of a 
Bdok; Entituled; Moderation a. , irtue, and I cannot 
but let that Gentleman Know, that from his Title the 
World expected an Anſwer to thoſe Hot Gentlemen 
who rally the Diſſeuters with Hypocriſy; and State 
Tricks, in this Caſe, while che principal Part of his 
Argument lies only againſt the ſtricter Diſſenter, as 
ſuch, cho pointed at the Church. man, leſſening. the Dif- 
ference berween them and rhe Church, in order to make 
Conformity ſeem a thing of leſs Moment than it is, for- 
getting that the leſs the Difference is, the leſs the Rea - 
ſons for a Schiſmatical Separation will appear, and the 
Grounds and Reaſons by which their Biſſenting is to 
be defended, appear the leſs juſtifiable: I's, 3671 26: It 24 
Olf ſeven Heads of his Arguments I am therefore rea- 


dy to leave the laſt four for ſome body elſe to anſwer, - 
and only obſerve a little on the firſt Three what the 
Arguments amount to, which Vindieate the Occaſona! 

Communion of a | Diſſenter, 28 in its ſelf Lawful. a0 TORO * 
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« 640 . 
d as to his Precedents, he —— prove” b 
; har this Occaſional Conformity is no; new LINN _ bas 
the, Warrants of :unconteſtable Precedents: 25 
Nor indeed, is his Argument new, any: more . 
the Comma don, but what has beta: before” ſtarted, and 
lately very happily anſwer d: Hut as this Author is far 
from being unworchy an Anſwer ſo as. he Mtites both 
Rrenugufly,: and yer: modeſtly, he deſerves an auler 
Rep. ane 21503 11303121 u MA Tien 
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. e tated Inh honeſt neee. 
ted by this: Author, He helldoes: not: aſtiſy fuch a Comin 
9 form e ber ariPlacey bub amm t s a: : Jeanalas 
Pragics] 07 ene wilks dopnr off l itt 
I.! his is granting all che real Ground of the Difaucs. 
For, as ſtrictly ſpeaking, it may be poſſible chat a Man 
may really Copform Occaſionally to the Church, witli- 
_ out offence to his Conſcience, yet to run it up to the 
Extreameſt N icety, and avoid che real Offerce taken at 
the Practice, is waving the eee and falling upon 
another never propoſ ec. 
Before therefore we come to thel roman, 1, wuſt 
. obferrd that a Man may do a thing without Oflence to 
his Conſeience, Which may be really Sinſul, and his 
_ Conſcience not being duly inform d, does not make the 


thing Lavell in Practice, What: ever 1e - Way be to | 


him. Fol | BINS. Ae a) DIE n 188 18 N TO; Sf Tel : 
But as the Arlt. | Ot ccaſtor.of cliianDilpfire: was! chiefly 
: bent at ſuch, who really Cot forar to qualify themſelves 
for State Empioyments, it remains to Hawige, Bhe- 5 
ther theſe Gentlemen charg id, have really done ſo, or 
no; and ſince naming of Names is very improper, and 
_— abſolugdly enge itvithis Oaſe, L nel e ben. 
down one Oaſe in Which Lzchink, without Breach of 
Charity, a Man may be allow d to gueſs, that a Confor- 
mus is wy for the n THT 


| When 5 


When a Man, who is a profeſt Diſſenter, join'd in 
Communion with a ſeparate Congregation, and either 
never, or not for a long time, did Communicate - with 
the Church, but upon ſome proſpect of Preferment, 
ſome Election, Place, Profit, or Perquiſir, ſhall Con- 
| form to the Church of a ſudden, and fo very remarka- 
 ,_ bly, as to time, viz. the Eve of an Election, or the like, 
that all Men muſt gueſs at the reaſon of doing it, and 
afrer this the Perſon neyer to Conform again, but up- 
% r a 
Shall any Man be judg'd for believing ſuch a Man 
Oonforms for the Place; ſhall this be call d the Moderate 
= Conſcientious Diſſenter, who this Character will diſtin- 
3 guiſh from others, let them find out among his Neigh- 
bours who know him, Iſhall go no farther, 
Jo juſtify this Conformity much time has been ſpent, 
and labour loſt, for I muſt account it loſt, and this Au- - 
thor has granted me the Clauſe, which is a Token of his 
Honeſty, for really it is not to be defended. But here ſeems 
to lye an opportunity now to cover this ſcandalous Practice 
with the pretence of Conſcience, and tis but being a lit- 
tle wary as to Circumſtances, and we may all, for the 
future, he Conſcientious Occaſfonal Conformiſis, and 
Oonſcientious Diſſenters, both together. 
And to make way for this, Endeayours are us d firſt 
do prove the general Practice Lawful; I confeſs the 
particular practice above nam'd was always the princi- 
pal Deſign, but ſince it is come ſo far, as that one muſt 
| 1 defended, or at leaſt torceal'd by the other, I ſhall 
endeavour to ſhow this covering Will be too ſhort for 
the Bed, and the Shame and Nakedneſs will appear; 
ancl as the particular Conformity we ate upon is fairly 
ſuppreſt, I hall Enquire, if the General will hold water 
by it ſelf. And firſt for Preeedents;T cannot * 
// 


=, 


tft, and our Saviour. 


thoſe which our Author pen us with, 55 che 25 


John the Baptiſt, ſays he, was an Occaſional Conſormill: | 
to the Jewiſß Church, he went to Jeruſalem thrice a Vear 
to Worſhip; but held ſeperate . in Wwe: Wilders" 8 
nefs, and Taught and Baptiz d. 

Tis plain Joh» the Bapezh was no Diſenter at all, he. 
was 4 Preacher of Righteouſneſs, and the Fews approv'd 
bim, for all Men held him for a Prophet, bur held all 
the Parts of the Eſtabliſh'd Worſhip entire; he Preachd, 
in the Wilderneſs, but what did he ſay, Repent, for the 
5 Kingdom of. Heaven. is at hand: He neither Diſſented from 
the Jewiſh Worſhip, nor taught others to do ſo, but as 
a Fore-runner, who went to prepare the way, told them 
the Goſpel, the Meſſiah, and Saviour was at hand; the 
finiſhing of the old Worſhip was at the Door, and the 
Son of God coming to Exect his Kingdom in the World. 
What was all this to Diſſenting! He preach d neither a- 
againſt their Doctrine nor Ceremonies, he Conformd 
to them all himſelf, only ſuch as would receive his Bap- 
tiſm. which was anly a Token of their Faith in the Bleſſed Ti- 
dings he brought them, receiv'd-it;- bur they were not 
taught, inthe leaſt, ro Diſſent from the E/abliſt dWorſhip. 

With what reaſon can it be concluded from hence, 
that Chriſtianity had its Riſe in Occaſtonal Conformity, 
the Concluſion of this Argument favours: of more Levitry 

than this Author any where elſe diſeovers, and ſcems a 
little too much a Sophilm, for a Man; of hig ] nete. f 

to offer, in reaſoning upon a Subject ſo ſerious. 
Our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſays he,the Author of our Holy Rey 3. 

| Vigo, was alſo an Occaſional Conformiſt, God forbid 1 
ſhould dare do write ſo. Our Lord was a ſtrict com- 
„ pleat Conformiſt to the Ceremonial Inſtitution, in every 
Wk: . ir that au dee en ur d the Innovati- | 


ons 
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1 e 
ons bf che Jews. And he continued Conforming even to 
the laſt Paſsover, which he Eat with his Diſeiples, a | 
not only was ſo himſelf, but he inſtructed his Dilei- 
ples in the like, They fit in Moſes Seat, whatſoever there 
_ fore they bid! ye do, that do je. Think not T am come to 
Y * Deſtrapthe Lam, 1 am rot come to Deſtroy the Law, 'but te 
fall. is true, our bleſſed Lord vid pr preach againſt the 
1 Innovations which the Traditions of the Elders, and the 
ſeveral divided Sects had brought into their Religion; 
he reproach d them with making his holy Houſe of Prayer 
a Den of Thieves; with teaching for Doctrine tbe Com- 
mandments of Men, and the like; but this was no more 
Dillanting trom the“Legal Inſtitution, which was the Eſta- 
blith'aWorſhipzthan thePropherP/;ja s oyer-turning the 
Altars of Baal, and ſlaying their Prieſts, was a Diſſen- 
ting, for if purging the Church from Idols be Diſſen- 
ting, ſuch ic was; our Saviour taught, but all his — 
Teaclungs were full of Expoſitions of the Law, and , 
Chants upon the Prophets, and quoting them where 
they led unto himſelf. Nor did he omit the Worſhip 
w of their Temple and Synagogues, tho he took all o- 
ther Opportunities ; indeed, to teach the People in all 
places, but he ſubmitted to Circumciſion, Eat the Paſs- — 
over at the Appointed time, and his Mother perform d = 
her proper Ofrings of Purification. * 1 
At the Death of our Lord, he pronoun d the great „ 
Work of Redemption finiſh'd; the Law was thence re- 
ſolv'd into the Goſpel; the Veil of the Temple rent in 
twain, and the Levitical Iaſtitution began to ceaſe; 1 
do not ſay entirely ceaſe. 8 
Our bleſſed Lord having Offer'd 1 up himſelf * TI 
criſice Once for all; the Apoſtles never were found © 


bolt to any Propitiation, bor c el Faith in his 
'B 
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But inthe Interval between the Eſtabliſhing Chriſtiani> 


ty, and the entire Diſſolution of the! Jemsſb Rites, as à Re- 
ligion the Apoſtles, as Jes born, are found in a promiſcuous 
Occaſional Exerciſe of both; but what is to be gather'd 
ſrom it, only this, That it remains to Examine, whe- 
ther the Law expir'd at once, or by Gradations: If it 
Expir'd at once, when that Time was; if Gradually, when 
eee 7 loco eur ene hen gy 
If the Levitical Inſtitution expird-at onee, and that 
point of Time was when our Lord ſaid, It is Finiſted, 
then it is as Lawful to Confotm to the Fewifh Worſhip, 
on Occaſion, now, as it was then. 
If not at this Time, but Gradually, then the firft 
Inſtitution being all of Divine Original, and Ove only 
a ſhadow of the Other, the Goſpel being the thing /Ty- 
Pified; and the Law the Type; it was neither a Diſſent, 
nor a Conforming, for the eus to Exerciſe religious Wor- 
ſhip in either, becauſe the Religion was but theſame thing, 
and the Ceremonies of the New were not yet Settl'd. 
But I do not ſay ſo of the Chriſtians who were Centiles. 
But our Author, who has ſaid all this, comes off a. 
gain with this Caution, I am not concern d to prove the 
Caſe of our Diſſenters to le Parallel with theſe; but it ap» 
But, in my Opinion, if our Caſe is not Parallel, any 
one might be allow'd to Ask, What's this to us? If 
the Caſes are not alike, the Arguments are not alike. 
I 4 capnot think tis juſt to infer, That becauſe : Occa- 
ſional Conformity may, in ſome Caſes, be Lawfubh there- 
. fore tis Lawful in our Caſe, unleſs our Caſe, and thoſe 
fame Caſes, agree: For, if ſo, chen tis as Lawful for us 
Occaſionally x0;Conform to the Romiſh Church, or - 
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1 it Lawfül in his Caſe; « 


lictle in the Caſe, he maycarrive at the Truth: of this 


born under the Obligation of the: Levitiea/'Lawi;.and 


| that we call Occaſional Conformity, as only dding what 


9) 
the Jewiſh huscht For by dur Author's Arg em, © 
Chriftian has to do but to r by ther ho 


no. N e . 
But not one Man has yet antempred ro Exp thin this 
eſtion, How the Diſſenting can Taftifed, when we 
he ſo eafily Conform:: The making a Breach in the Eſta- 


bliſh'd Church; a Schiſm in che General Union; The | 


Breaking off from a General Communion ; The Erect» 
ing private Churches, a ſeperate Diſcipline ; ; and all 


this for Things which 1 N we can Comply with. 


If any Occaſſon can juſtif a Conformity, no Occafion 
can be of greater moment than Peace, Union, Charity, 
Order, Obedience to Princes, Laws, and the like. If 


we have not thought thele ſufficient Occaſions; ; Let us 


f lee which are Greater. By 


But after all, pray let us Examine this Great Anicle 


of Conformity in the Apoſtles, and Tam of Opinion it 
ſhall come out fairly, they really the Apoſtles were not 


Occaſional Conſormiſts ar all. BREE 2 «£461 
And ficſt in General, I Aﬀiem none of ihe Apoſtles 


are ever found Conforming 00” any thing wiel they 


had declar'd their diſſent from before; but let us Ex- 
ame; wherein they did actually Per aer ene 


If any Man will but give himſelſ leave to Piſtinguiſſi a 


Matter with a ſmall liffrulty,z He need only diſtin - 
guiſn between the Practice of the A besen Jens; 


continuing {till under mòre Obligations than Chriſtian 


Proſelytes, and obſerve; — they ſound them. 
ſelves under fome Legal Duties which the Gentile Chri- 


ſtians were abſolutely Fret from: And therefore alt 


4 ? —_—— 


they were bound in Conleience td do, and had never 
Diſlenred From. GE Re The 
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zirtumciſſng of Jimuthy, and the ſevaral Parts | 
esche Lan S. fuel onto rm to,were cothing but what, 
as Jews, they were obliged to, and their Faith in the Sa- 
viour did not at all take off the Obligation from thoſe 
who were Hebrews born, and were then alive, they were 
ſtill Zealaus a rt Lam, Ad al. 20. and the Obliga- 
tion 70 ve % continued to them For this Reaſon the 
Circiunciſſon of Timerhy is juſtified, becauſe his Ma- 
ther. and: Grand mether: mp deadly whereas it is ex 
pteſſy ſaid Sr. Haul reſus d to Circumtiſe Wan becauſe | 
his Father was a Greet 
By this n appears, chat ee wha was: Admini- | 
Areda imo hy, not as an Occaſional Conformity, but 
as 2 Duty, and 4) Lbing Which: 7zmotby,: as a Son Off 
Jewiſb Parents, ought to do; and i ir rather ſeems: N ; 
«was not donaibeforets 7 + „ ng ante 2 
To Ptove this] fee hi en in the mic: Cale; Laid 
to the Chriſtians. who were Gentiles by: Birth, evon the 
fame Apoſtle ſays, If hey were pane any Griff foould 
a = LR OG e T. 550 5 
The Matter ahereforceveſted; upon Sick a Conformity 
a8 Was requir'd of them as Jem, and which the Deark i 
of Chriſt could not Diſſolve the Obligation of, to them 
who! were then alive, b becauſe the Force of them be; egan 
in tlieir being Born of che Stock of Aüraban. 
Bur if the O Hens, n Matter, Sn hw me 
one Inſtance. in the whole Scripture, of any Chriſtian, 
whether Apoſtle, or Elder, ho: being born a Gentile, 
did, by this Authority, Conform to the Jewiſh Cere- 
monies, even iu che leaſt Article, then III throw up 
3 this Point; and if not, then I ſhould be glad to meet 
with the ſame Candor, e einher e 4p mou wc Arguenear a 
Anifiver'd. or Granted. ew vant ; 
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This Matter will forcher appear, if auy „A k 
but take the pains to Examine the Scriptures in the 
Caſe: The Hiſtory of the Apoſtles coming to Jer. 
ſalem, ſeems ro me to make it plain, in the 2.1/7. of 
the 44s v. 20. the Brethren eme re St. Paul, and tell 
him, That the. Multitude of Converted Hebrews fat 
Entertain d a Scandal at his Converſation, from Re- 
ports rais'd upon kim, That be we the Jews to. er. BY 
ſake Moſes's Law. | 
Now it appears, that this Was really a falſe Report, 
by the eare taken to Convince the Jewiſh/Belierers' of 
it, Verſe the 23. 24.  Do:therefore'this that we ſay unte 
thee. Ne have four Men which have a Vom on them, 
them take and Purify thy ſelf with them,” and be at ehar. 
ges with them that they may ſhave their Heads. 
It remains to Enquire what was all this for: It was 
not, as is prerended, à Conforming on Occaſion to pre- 
vent giving C Offence, but it was a' ackiſing that which: * 
was {till Lawful, that the ſcandalous Re eport mig ht 
be Confuted, and the next Words make it out, — 
That all may know: that'thoſe Things whereaf they are In. 
fermed concerning tles are uvthing; that is, that tis all” 
falſe and ſcandalous, and that thoſe Jews, Wo Belie- 
ved, were ſtill to, Walk onlerly, and to we The N 
Law. f $2 (3-213 * LL DAB SE IO” 5 YA 4 
Thariluvefordthe Cheiltaus who ere e werte! ehe 
the Jes, were thus obliged t6 keep the Law is plain, 


and tis clear the keeping . could be no Sin, de. 


% ry 


But lic be look he n 221 le the 25 „ 
me one Act of "Occaſional: Conformity ug them, 
| Vee 30 25th/ as concerning "the Ge, e who | Believe 


we 


n of its Divine C Original, | V ION 21 Ty erte 50 


iT 15 5 | 
"wo ws ed s that they an noſuch He: | 
and at the jame time that the Apoſtle Circumciſed Timo 
= WE, becauſe his Mother was a Hebrew, as is Noted before, 
he refus'd to Circumcile Titus becauſe his Parents were 
Greeks, having ſaid of the Geptiles, That if bj: are Cir. 
culneiſed, Chriſt ſhall le t thew of no effelt. 
Thus, I thiak, this might Hiffieulty is over, he 
Occcaſional Conformity of the Apoſtles at an end, and 
the Uniformity of the l Church in its firſt lat. ; 
tution, Vindicated. bien e eden n 
Our Commentators, lay, 0 Goc jndule' d the NR 95 
; liberty of Uſing. ot not Uſing, the, Ceremoniale of the 
Law, as a thing wholly Indifferent; and as.what; upon 
the general Revolution which Religion came under at 
the Death of our Lord, was neceſſaty to Recapdilc the. 
Fews:tojrhe. Change. er N ie 
Others are of Opinion, it was a Burthen on uthe: CTY 
be Believers, WRIGNITHe rattles W feed lane but they 5 
oblig d to. 2: | 1 
And this 13 p Gon 44 175 ok tt 7 4 494 
to be Holy Gboſt, and to us, to lay upon you 0 greater. Bur- 


| then than this, that he abſtain from meats affen dato Idols, 


ud from Blind. This was to the Centilel, but the kcep- 
ing of the Law was 4 Burt hen yet let on the Jems, WO 
were turn'd Chriſtians, and then in being. : 
But be which of theſe: Dua 0 will in the Ricks, oh 
both allow that it only teſpected the Jews, and them 
no furthet than thoſe then alive; and that the Gertile 
Converts were not allow d the leaſt Shaddoy of a Com- 
plwwiance, or Occaſional Conformity; No, not to the 
leaſt, and 0 Indifferent Ceremony. And tho; che 
Connexion between n ſen and Raptiſmiweaoplaing- | 
Le were * W of arenen 9 for * 
ent i 
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460 


9 Ae to have 1 Circ cumciſion, had b een 


A to make the Death of Chriſt of no effect to him. 


And, indeed; as the Death of Chriſt had a poſitiye 

f Effect upon che Law to Abrogate and Diſannul ir, the 
Jews, then in being, might be under Vows and Orders, 
which theit Embracing the Faith of Chriſt did not De- 
ſtroy; bur if after the Death of Chriſt. any Chriſtian, 


who was not a Jew born, might, on occaſion, Conform 


| 5 the old Law of Moſes, it can never be Anſwer d WAY 


it is leſs Lawful now. 


The Inference therefore drawn by. the Author 2. 9. 
chüt by this it appears Occaſional Communion, in ſome 
Caſe, may be Lawful, where Conſtant Communion 

would be a Sin, cannot be true; that is, it cannot be 
true from thoſe Premiſes, becauſe the Fact of thoſe 


Premiſes does not appear to be true, either that 
the Baptiſt, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or any of che Ape 
were Occaſional Conformiſts. 


As to the Sacrifices and Supplications "WE up 2 at 
the Temple for foteign Princes, or Heathen- Emperors 5 
and Powers; firſt, I am not Satisfied that it was not an 
Innovation, or Tradition, many of which etept into the 
Jewiſh Worſhip, eilt hey” became of N N to 


7 rhe Law it ſelf. 


But if it were true, it thang no more an Taſtance ; 
of Occaſional' Conformity, than it would be ia the 
Diſſenters of Eugland on a formal Requeſt from the Em- 
peror of Germany, or tile Pope, to keep a ſolemn Falk to 
Pray for them, this might be Occaſſonal Conformity- | 
in the Emperor to us, but not in us to him. 1g; was a 
_ publick Acknowledgment in the Romans, and à Teſti- © 
mony to the Verity of che Je 1s Religion, buy it was 
Orr ad 10 


no . to the hor aac in offering 
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5 25 betauſe his Mother was a Hebrem, as is Noted before, 
he refus'd to Circumciſe Titus becauſe his Parents were 
Greeks, having ſaid of the Gentiles, That if they are Cin | 
culneiſed, Chriſt ſhall le to them of no effet. 
Tus, I think, this mighty Difliculcy is over, be 
Occaſional Conformity. of the Apoſtles at an end, and 
the Uniformity of the Chriſtian Church in its firſt laſti- 5 
tution, Vindicated- Fh TO (WY 
_ Commentitors, lay, God indulg d the Jeus the 
liberty of Uſing, ot not Uſing, the. ee of the 
Law, as a thing wholly Indifferent; and as What, upon 
the general Revolution which Religion came under at 
the Death of our Lord, was KO to Recondile the. 
Jews tothe Change | 
Others are of Opinion, it was 2Burthen 75 Jewiſh: 
a Believers; Which the nee were Tag. Krabi but N 
_oblig'd. to. 25 
And. this 0 plain Gom Ad. 15. iS: 75 lanes 4 Cd 
to the Holy Gboſt, and to us, to lay upon you no greater Bur- 
they than luis, that he abſtain from meats offer At Idols, 


aud from Blind. I bis was to the Centiles, but thekeep-- 
ing of the Law was.a Burthen yet left on the Jews, WhO 


were turn d Chriſtians, and then in being. 
But be which of theſe Opinions we il in ch "TOY 
| both allew r 
no furthet, than thoſe then alive; and that the Gertile 
Corverts were not allow d the leaſt Shaddo of a Com- 
pliance, or Occaſional Conformity; No, not to the 


5 5 1 moſt Indifferent Ceremony. And tho: che 


'onnexion between Circumciſſon and Haptiſmn Maso plain-. 
aha 95 Wers e Seals of a Coyenagt yet for a 


Geutile 


hat. it only reſpeted the Jews, and them | 


5 to Make the Death of Chriſt of no effect to him. 
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And, indeed, as the Death of Chriſt had a poſitiye 
; Effect upon the Law to Abrogate and Diſannul it, the 
Jews, then in being, might be under Vows and Orders, 
which their Embracing the Faith of Chriſt did not De- 
ſtroy; but if after the Death of Chriſt any Chriſtian, 
who was not a Few born, might, on occaſion, Conform 
: the old Law of Moſes, it can never be Anſwer d why 
it is leſs Lawful now. _ - 
Tube Inference therefore drawn by. the Author p 9. 
dur by this it appears Occaſional Communion, in ſome 
Caſe, may be Lawful, where Conſtant Communion 
would be a Sin, cannot be true; that is, it cannot be 
ttue from thoſe Premiſes, becauſe the Fact of thoſe 
Premiſes does not appear to be true, either that Joh 
the Bapriſt, our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, or any of the Apo es, | 
were Occaſional Conformiſts. 
As to the Sacrifices and Supplications d 5 up at 


the Temple for foreign Princes, or Heathen Emperors 
and Powers; firſt, I am not Satisfied that it was not an 
Innovation, or Tradition, many of which ctepr into the 
Jewiſh Worſhip, till my became of Fear Aae, to 
the Law it ſelf. 2 
hut if it were true, it W no more an Taſtance k 
of Occaſional ' Conformity, than it would be in the 
Diſſenters of Exg/and on a fotmal Requeſt from the Em- 
peror of Germany, or tlie Pope, to keep a ſolemn Faſt ro 
Pray for them, this might be Occalional Conformity- - 
in the Emperor to us, 'bur not in us to him, It Was a 
; publick Acknowledgment in the Romans, and 7 a Teſti- 
mony to the Verity of the Jens Religion, but ic was 
is Oy ro: the Ran; in offering * a 5 
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Our Nuke $ 28 Head ia prove, tha it 45 he „ 
_ Gples of the confezentious Occafional Conformiſt are Chri- 
 RianadCatholick, and will Tuſtiſy him before God and Man. 

This Argument, I think, lies a little unfair, for the 


ah is not rightly deſcrib d, 10 is chis eee 
Bans Semi. 8 Oy oY 


The Queſtion before me ſents to ye thus: Whether 
i Thing that would otherwiſe be Unlawful, is Juſtifiable . 


decauſe che 1 aint i it is not Reprovc d in it by his 
- {eichc . NY | g 1 0 TOAD | 


he Mi his. btöught E Extract cli ab | 
_ fications, Not of a Mercenary. Spirit, or Siniſter. In- 
tention to the Eſtabliſh'd Church: He believes it a 
True Church, Owns her Miniſtry, Acknowledges 
© her. Liturgy. to be ſound for Subſtanee.,. 1 
„Bur becapſe he conceives the Piſſenting 1 5 
to be True Churches, and their Miniſters generally 
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; | We 8f 99g hap! age | 


b l is 4 Satyr uon the 1 — 
True and Rea! Grounds, of a Diſlencer's S SSparati on ; _ 
and he that Piſlents « on theſe Grounds, can never 'Con- | | 
form upon. Occaſion ; if he does, how he can, at. 'the | 


"fame time, Na bis Dillenting, fe ith e a DJ 
. Queſtion, yer unan 12 1 1 1 
All che 1 bi ht J 5 2 
ber, Mr. Corbeti, My, Talents, . P 1 0 ; "oY 
Exceptions, at belt ch g's 1 in cheit 
between Lay Conformity, and Conformity as 5 3 
Men z as Lay-men they could Conform, as Clergy men 
2 could not, and preach'd in — Churches, on- 3 
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"1 think che third isl is 8 2 


cond; for this is to ſhow that he Difference between 
the Charch of England, aud. the Diſſenter, is but little. 
I ſolemaly Ag peal to the Searcher of all Hearts, that 
7 1 a none of chole ho! are for WAKE the a e N 

| greacer than it really is. 
And wich the ſame Sincerity, 1 9 880 1 wiſh. it was 


not ſo great as it is, and IF, wiſh] could Conform : 


_ Wholly to the Church. ; 
4 Hl N J wish che Church, to txy the Sinceriry of the 
Diſſenters, would come to a Temper;- abate us what, 
without Prejudice to Doctrine, or Diſcipline, might 
de abated, and condeſcend fo far to the Tender Con- 
ſciences of us their weaker-Brethren, that all the Ta: - 

g . of a ae it might come in, and Join 
ith the Mm. FS . 
* But as T would; not make the Difference wider, ſo. "oo 
"cannot make it leſs; I cannot bring my Diſſenting Rea- 
ſons to ſuch Punctilio's, and reduce them all co Trifles, 
without reproaching my ſelf with a needleſs and unchri- 
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ianity, and differ only in Accidentals; and the 
powerful 


4 great. things, in which we agree, ſhould be more 


to divide. 
I cannot think 1 do the Author Iojuſtice. if 1 Gor | 
it this de true, no Man can juſtify Diſſenting from tbe 
Church; and if it be any thing but a ſtrong Argument 
for a conſtant Gonfortaity, then I am at a loſs to un- 


Is derſtand plain Engliſh. 


2 a Loſs to know w 


We agree in all the great Things, and differ A i in 
Small; the great Things, in which we agree, ought to 
be more powerful to make us Conform, than the ſmall 
Things ſhould be to mare us Tent, that is, we ought P 
* Conform. g 
If chis be. 3 1 5 we bot Conſom 2 How 
can we juſtify our Diſſenting. 1 
20 'bey agree, and none A them ſeraple a ; Moderate Epiſe: 25 


pary, ys over. Author fon es abgins cn bp, 
This | refer to the. mile Church of Scotland who | 


are all Presbyterians, and have ſuffer'd as much for; a 

Diſſenting from Prelacy, as ever the Church of Eng- 

aud did for Diſſenting from Popery, | If the Engliſh Di 

fenters do not ſeru ae Epiſcopacy, chen 1 confels Lam a 
y we diſſenrtr. 


But then we are led to this Argument by the — 2 
e Diſſenter, and Moderate Epiſcopacy, * this 
Moderate Diſſenter is no Difſewter,. or this Moderate R. 
| Piſcopacy-is no Epiſcopacy. Indeed che Chureh-men, o 
look wary her 5 Model, 40 be 99! ihe 
 pacy at K 
They agree in their Pablick Worſhi ip ; es N oY 
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The Difference about Ordination of Miniſters which 
this Author is pleas'd to ſay is inconſiderable, is the 
* I cannot agree chat this is a fmall Difference, 


he ſays on this Fend, ſeems to me to be a Food 
1 N the Church mould! gr. 3 allow "An 
Ordination by 


Diener with Epiſcopal Gente KEY Nr 5 e : 


Church of E ſould allow, and gceept of an Or 
Aination by PfESbyter s te one :why the rome 7 + ſhovld 
ſubmit to 2 iſcop 8 We Gn enen 
And if K been only t this One, tis a gfeat On. hich 
eben out Author has Quoted, vz, that © Ordination 
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uren of England, to” be Ormhoubs in that great Act 
of Parliament, by which the Reformation was Eſtab- 
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Church, whoſe deſigns have been not to have the. 


Diſſenters Cunfurm, but ae macher che hte 


from Qonformingold 249 G SF | : wy 
As. to che reſt of this; Book® PROS the: Chi 
| Ate to Anſwer it if they camp 27 


As about the multitude of Brails, Parties and C Cn. 
1 the Church has within her ſelf, how Inconſi- 
ſtent with her own Canon and preſeribd Rules ma- 
ny of her Members act, theſe are moſt True, and all 
the reſt of his Heads iT] readily 8 his fourth 
Head, Tat employing Diſſenters is 1. far Jones BN 
that it ſtrengthens the . : why. 
IThis he may more eaſily ee me to belis oz 
1 chan he will the Church. men tad the High Party, who 
| rail At it: 823 e N 93 i 47 138 | 
Fifth, That 83 'Confo nity ir en Advantage 
to be Clerk, aul weatens the Diſſenters: The latter 
l believe, and therefore would not have the Diſſeuter 
be concern d in it, and wonder if the Author believes 
fo, how he that is a Difſenter can argue for the Practice, 
the Diſſenters ought: to than him for i. 
I doubt not but this Occaſional : \Conformii of, 8 
Diſſenters in this Age, is a Prologue to at ell Confox- 
mity in the next; and leads our Poſterity to quit that 
Diſſenting wholly, which 4 ſaw their Fathers 
could quit as they found Occaſion ; and I . e 
ic his nent, to cell os what Advantage it ond any Way: 
0 the Diſſenters. | 1 cl {01% 94. 5 Fel 510-2 Th 90 
Sixth, That the. late. Bill . againſt: Occaſional Con- 
formiry would haue been. big, Prejudicial to the 
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may not juſtify Theirs, only, than indeed the diffe- 
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pleaſe themfelves with. ancying that they do not do 


it as an Adt of Worſhip. But due Marijrs in Queen 
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SGuhild to be Baptiz'd, tho by Force, in the Caſe'of 
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Ol the whole Argumentthen this is the ſum: 


I. Thoſe Piſſenters who ate yet of the Opinion, it 
is not unlawful in it ſelf, ſhould take care to praQtiſe 
it ſo, as that thoſe Circumſtances of Qualification may 


oe not be ſuſpectet. 


2 They ſhould ſtate what are ſufficient Occaſions to 
juſtifye our Conforming, to what at other times we 
have Diſſented from, and give us Scripture Authorities 
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to prove them. 


| 5 They ought to let us ſee how ney can juſtifye 
Diſſenting at all, if they can defend Conforming 
NW 95 ͤ ee: . Y 


4. They ought to prove that the Conformity, or 
| Occaſional. Conformity (as they call it) of Chriſt, and 
the Apoſtles, was to ſuch things as were meerly of 
 Mans' Appointment, or purely to ſuch as were Divine; 
or whether they Conform'd to any ching they Diſſen- 
r IS = Way oe LURE, Lao 
Baut till ſome of theſe Points are ſettled, I cannot but 
think the whole practice of it a Scandal to the Diſſen- 
ters, ruinous to their Intereſt ; and tends to the redu- 
_ cing them all or their Poſterity at leaſt to an abſolute 
total Conformity, or at beſt a general Indifferency in 
dMamers of Religion. EET = 
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